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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  MARKET  RASEN 


Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1952 


R.  J.  R.  MECREDY,  B.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


JOHN  POTTS,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

MARKET  RASEN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Nettleship  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952. 

While  the  birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District  is  much 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate 
is  also  considerably  higher. 

The  actual  number  of  births  and  deaths  over  a  period 
of  20  years  are  practically  the  same.  Measles  was  again 
responsible  for  all  but  one  of  the  notifications  during  the 
year. 

The  general  health  of  the  school  children  in  the  schools 
and  at  the  School  Clinic  remains  reasonably  good  and 
appears  to  show  some  improvement  over  the  years  since 
1945. 

There  is  still  very  slow  progress  in  bringing  the  older 
houses  into  line  with  modern  requirements  in  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  water  supplies  indoors  and  the  provision  of  water 
closets. 

With  the  near  completion  of  the  Council  houses  for 
the  Wold  View  Estate  a  fresh  site  for  building  will  soon  be 
required. 

Mr.  Potts  continues  to  carry  out  his  multifarious 
duties  with  tact  and  ability. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  J.  R.  MECREDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Land  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  972  acres 

Water  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  4  acres 

Population  (estimated  1952)  .  .  .  .  2,070 

Habitable  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  765 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Urban  District  on  the  1st 
April,  1952,  was  £11,909  and  the  product  of  the  penny 
rate  was  £46  18s.  4|d.  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 

1952. 

The  estimated  population  would  appear  to  show  a 
slight  decrease  since  the  year  1951. 

Since  1945  there  has  been  an  increase  of  70  houses. 
As  the  population  is  virtually  constant  this  should  have 
led  to  a  considerable  lessening  in  the  overcrowding  of 
houses  which  was  present  in  the  past. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Two  deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  37  as  against 
34  live  births.  Over  a  period  of  20  years  the  births  and 
deaths  are  practically  equal. 

Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1952 

Average  for 
1952  1951  20  years  to 

1950 

Total  live  births  .  .  . .  34  42  33 

Illegitimate  births  .  .  Nil 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  esti¬ 
mated  resident  popula¬ 
tion  .  .  . .  . .  20.0 

Total  death  (all  causes)  .  .  37  28  34 

Death  rate  per  1,000  esti¬ 
mated  population  .  .  12.9 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  average  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  15.3  for  the  year  while  the  average 
death  rate  for  the  whole  country  is  11.3. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  . .  2 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  . .  . .  Nil 

Stillbirths  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Measles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


Total  . .  20  ' 


A  small  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  the  year 
chiefly  in  the  months  of  January  to  March.  It  should  be 
noted  that  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Tuberculosis 
and  Pneumonia  were  not  notified  during  the  year. 

36  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time  against 
Diphtheria.  The  number  of  children  receiving  a  “  booster  ” 
dose  was  35. 

Nine  children  only  were  vaccinated  against  Smallpox 
and  none  were  revaccinated. 


THE  GENERAL  HEALTH  OF  THE  CHILDREN 

attending  the  Market  Rasen  Schools  remains  reasonably 
good  —  of  the  168  children  who  attended  the  School 
Clinic  at  Market  Rasen  throughout  the  year  no  serious 
complaints  were  treated.  A  considerable  number  of 
children  were  treated  for  anaemia  and  debility.  Contagious 
skin  diseases  such  as  impetigo  and  scabies  were  not 
recorded  at  all,  either  in  the  schools  in  the  Urban  District 
or  at  the  Clinic. 

The  number  of  carious  teeth  in  the  children  examined 
in  the  Market  Rasen  Schools  shows  some  increase  over  the 
figures  noted  in  1948. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Malignant  Neoplasms, 
Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Other  Malignant  and  Lym¬ 
phatic  Neoplasms 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  . 

Hypertension  with  Heart 
Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 


Males  Females 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2  1 

2 

1 

7  4 

2 

1 

5  4 

1  2 

1 


23 


14 


Total  deaths 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  Mental  Illness. 

Treatment  is  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Supervision  and  after  care  is- carried  out 
by  specially  trained  workers  employed  by  the  County 
Council. 

Mental  Defectives. 

The  County  Council  through  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  makes  arrangements  for  the  institutional  care  of 
mental  defectives. 

The  County  Council  remains  responsible  for  the  care 
and  supervision  of  mentally  defectives  in  their  own 
homes.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
8  St.  Anne’s  Road,  Lincoln,  and  at  Grimsby  and  District 
Hospital.  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin,  Anti-toxin,  Anti-typhoid 
Serum,  and  Scarlet  Fever  Streptococcus  Anti-toxin  can  be 
supplied  by  the  District  Council  or  from  the  above 
Laboratories. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities,  Under  National  Fire 
Service. 

An  Ambulance  can  be  obtained  either  through  the 
patients’  Doctor  or  Nurse,  or  in  the  event  of  emergency 
by  asking  the  Telephone  Operator  for  the  Ambulance 
Station. 

SUMMARY  (for  reference)  OF  NURSING  AR¬ 
RANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 
DISTRICT. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

All  District  Nurses  now  come  under  the  authority  of 
the  Lindsay  County  Council. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Treatment  and  after  care  of  tubercular  cases  now 
comes  under  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  School  Clinics 
remain  under  the  charge  of  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Hospitals  —  Isolation. 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  Smallpox  are 
dealt  with  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

Administered  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council.  Dental 
treatment  arranged  through  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  duties  of  the  above  are  performed  through  the 
Lindsey  County  Council. 

Infant  Life  Protection. 

The  duties  of  the  above  are  performed  through  the 
Lindsey  County  Council. 

Arrangements  for  Dental  Treatment  are  made  through 
the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes  is  controlled  by  the 
Lindsey  County  Council. 

Orthopaedic  cases  are  now  seen  at  the  various  hospital 
out-patient  departments  and  at  the  School  Clinics. 

Home  Help  Service 

Full-time  and  part-time  home  helps  are  now  available 
in  the  District  arranged  for  by  the  Lindsey  County  * 
Council. 

HOUSING. 

14  new  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
together  with  seven  privately  built  houses  making  a  total 
of  21.  Ten  Council  houses  were  in  course  of  construction 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  are  now  104  Council  houses  and  bungalows  on 
the  Wold  View  Estate  with  ten  in  course  of  construction. 

78  Council  houses  have  been  completed  since  1945.  22 
houses  have  been  built  privately  during  the  same  period. 

A  Closing  Order  was  issued  in  respect  of  one  house  during 
the  year.  One  large  house  was  subdivided  thus  making 
another  housing  unit. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  water  undertaking  for  Market  Rasen  Urban 
District  is  now  controlled  by  the  Caistor  Rural  District 
Council.  Plans  have  been  put  forward  which  should 
obviate  any  possible  shortage  of  water  in  the  town  in  the 
future.  Eight  more  houses  have  had  indoor  supply  of 
water  installed  bringing  the  total  of  houses  with  an  indoor 
water  supply  of  water  up  to  345.  Of  the  765  houses  in  the 
town  420  have  no  indoor  supply  of  water. 


SANITATION  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

11  conversions  from  pail  or  earth  closets  to  W.C.s 
were  made  during  the  year.  There  are  now  446  premises 
with  water  closets  installed  as  against  319  with  pail  or 
earth  closets.  The  installation  of  the  sludge  drying  beds 
and  the  sand  tank  have  proved  very  successful  in  use. 

REFUSE  AND  NIGHTSOIL  COLLECTION. 

The  increase  in  housing  properties  has,  of  course,  led 
to  more  work  in  the  collecting  of  refuse. 

The  collection  of  nightsoil  continues  to  diminish  with 
the  slow  conversion  to  W.C.s. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

There  has  been  some  improvements  in  the  handling 
of  milk  in  the  town.  Only  one  registered  dairy  is  now 
licensed  in  the  town.  Eleven  shops  are  now  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Four  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the  town  during  the 
year.  During  the  year  21  lbs.  of  home-killed  meat,  37J  lbs. 
of  cooked  ham,  6J  lbs.  of  imported  pork  butts  and  98 
tins  of  various  kinds  of  foods  were  condemned  during  the 
year. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1952  IS  AS  FOLLOWS 


Public  Health  Inspections  .  .  . .  . .  89 

Public  Health  Re-inspections  .  .  . .  77 

Inspections  re  Overcrowded  Houses  . .  3 

Inspections  for  Housing 

maintenance  and  repairs  .  .  . .  59 

Infectious  Disease,  Disinfection  and  Disin¬ 
festation  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  10 

Refuse  Collection  . .  . .  . .  ...  45 

Refuse  Bins  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Factories  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  71 

Drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  55 

Drainage  (Testing)  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Food  and  Shop  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  58 

Fried  Fish  Shops  Inspections  . .  . .  10 

Meat  Shops  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  15 

Bakehouses  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  9 

Rats  and  Mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Closets  and  Conveniences  . .  . .  . .  53 

Water  Supply  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Various  visits  made  within  the  year,  not 

included  under  any  heading  . .  . .  30 


